Submission

What does it mean to submit?

The dictionary defines “to submit” as to yield, surrender or defer to another’s judgment or decision.  

Christians are called to submit to the decisions of all their authorities, whether they are believers or not, for the Lord’s sake. First, we need to be submitted to our ultimate authority, the Lord Jesus, head of the church. It means we have to submit to His

will expressed in the Bible.

All believers should submit to one another out of reverence for Christ (Eph. 5:21)
Husbands should submit to the Lord and their earthly authorities. Wives should submit to their husbands (Eph. 5:22-24) and children – to their parents (Eph.6: 1-3). Younger people should show respect to the elders (1 Pet. 5:5).

When God set the man to be the head of the family, He gave him certain abilities to manage the family. Being a man and the head of the family is an unearned privilege/responsibility. It is simply God's divine order; God is head over Jesus, Jesus is head over man, man is head over the women.  

On the other hand, God gave a woman the characteristics that would help her to be kind, tender, loving, compassionate, and a good home keeper. Women need to know that tenderness and gentleness are their weapons.  Tenderness and gentleness are some of the advantages of women not their weakness but their strengths. God created a woman in a unique way, out of man's rib. This is significant and should be a constant reminder for man that his wife is not an object or entertainment, neither is she a slave, but rather she is his spouse. This is why a man should never humiliate a woman's dignity, which was given to her by God.  She has been given the same rights as you in the spiritual realm. She is no way lower than you are for in Christ there is neither male nor female "for you are all in Christ Jesus." Galatians 3:28

Although men and women have individual roles, their primary goal is their submission to the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Submission is obedience to God and a way of life (Rom. 13:7; Eph. 5:21; 6:1; 6:5).  God simply joined you together to become helpers and partners for a lifetime.  

The Kingdom Husband

The husband is to assume headship/leadership in the home 

1 Corinthians 11:3
Now I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.

Ephesians 5:23
For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.
This headship should not be controlling, demanding, self important, or patronizing of the wife, but should be in accordance with the example of Christ leading the Church. “You husbands must love your wives with the same love Christ showed the church.”

The first way a husband can reflect a kingdom husband in his marriage is to love his wife.

Biblical love involves the sacrifice you make for the one loved. You measure true love by sacrifice, not by enjoyment. If a husband talks about loving his wife by means of this she does a lot of good things for him, that's not him loving her, that's her loving him.

The Husband As Savior

What does it mean for a husband to love his wife in accordance with a kingdom sacrifice? The first thing it means is for the husband to be a savior for his wife. In Ephesians 5:25 the apostle Paul said Husbands, Love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her. How did Jesus give Himself up for the church? He died as far as God is concerned to talk about marital love is to talk about a cross. To talk about love is to talk about calvary; to talk about love is to talk about a Savior.

We have a Savior in Christ. Our wives ought to have a deliverer in us. Loving your wife mean carrying a cross. So if you feel like your wife is crucifying you, you have the perfect opportunity to look like Jesus. So a husband is called to love his wife no matter what.  You love her until she learns how to meet your needs. 

When Adam was created, God said it is not good that man should be alone God opened his side and took out a rib to create Eve. Adam had to bleed to get Eve; Christ had to bleed in order to birth the church. Husband you need to decide, I am willing to pay whatever price it takes to bring my wife to fulfillment and also spiritually. Christ looked at us in our mess and said, "You have a Savior, Here am.  A husband who truly loves his wife says. "If this marriage ends, you are going to have to leave me because I am not going anywhere. No matter how you treat me or what happens I want you to know you have a Savior.

The Husband Sanctifier

In Ephesians 5:26-27 Paul spoke of Christ and the Christ and the Church. "That He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to. Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be Holy and blameless," A husband is the wife's cleaner upper "His love is to be sanctifying agent to help cleanse and heal the things she brings into the marriage that may not be right." The husband's job is to work with his wife in such a way that she begin to see a cleaning take place in her life.

You are your wife’s strength, her encouragement, her joy, her comforter, and her peace.

The Husband as Satisfier

Ephesians 5:28, 29 say, "Husbands ought also love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it just as Christ also does the church.  A real man is one who can commit himself to his wife and love her with a steady commitment so that after fifteen, twenty, thirty, or fifty years, his wife can still say, I'm still satisfied. Paul explains this as loving your wife the way you love your own body. So just as a man works out to make his body look good and does things to satisfy his needs, he is to help his wife look good so that she is fulfilled and satisfied. A man who is determined to satisfy his wife won't stop even if his efforts are not met with equal love.

The Provider

Of her stability, her physical needs, and her independence.

In regard to the division of responsibilities in the home, the Bible instructs husbands to provide for their families. This means he works and makes enough money to sufficiently provide all the necessities of life for his wife and children. To fail to do so has definite spiritual consequences.

 (1Timothy 5:8) “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an infidel.”
An infidel is one who is an unbeliever. 

So a man who makes no effort to provide for his family cannot rightly call himself a Christian. This does not mean that the wife cannot assist in supporting the family—

You are Priest

Obeying God's Word 

Practicing Prayer (Pray for each other daily)

Demonstrating Obedience to God; and 

Demonstrating Consistency.

A KINGDOM WIFE

God created women in a unique way.  A woman’s heart is softer and much more tender than man's heart.  A woman takes her marriage relationship and family with her whole heart. God created her this way so she can compliment a man. Men usually are harder in character, and women help to soften the hardness of men's hearts. The result is that we will have essential balance in our family placed there by God.

What does this mean? It means that nothing can take the place of what God has prepared for a wife. Nobody and nothing can take the place of a wife in a husband’s life, neither work, nor friends, nor entertainment.  He must spend quality time with his wife.  The Bible says: Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife and they shall become one flesh.

Are to submit to the authority of their husbands. “You wives will submit to your husbands as you do to the Lord. For a husband is the head of his wife as Christ is the head of his body, the church; He gave His life to be her Savior. As the church submits to Christ, so you wives must submit to your husbands in everything”

(Ephesians 5:22-24). 22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

Being submissive is not only the responsibility of women who have Christian husbands. We should never submit to our husbands if it requires disobeying God; the relationship we have with Him is the most important.

Submission for wives is obeying God (Eph. 5122-24): it is loving God (John 14:15); it is trusting God's purpose in her life (1 Pet. 1:7), even when the situation is difficult; and it is trusting Him to work all things together for her good, even when things seem bad (Rom. 8:28,29). 

If a Christian woman has an unbeliever for a husband, she must not leave him if he wants to stay with her. And if a Christian husband has an unbeliever for a wife, he must not leave her if she wants to stay with him. But if the unbelieving spouse wants to leave, it is okay to let them go (1 Corinthians 7:12-15). 

1 Peter 3:1-6 
“Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, 2 when they see the purity and reverence of your lives.  3 Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes.  4 Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight.  5 For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful. They were submissive to their own husbands, 6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear
Submission for wives is working in partnership with God for her husband's eternal good regardless of his present spiritual condition (1 Pet. 3:1), it is demonstrating a Christlike character to her husband, and it is bringing glory to God (Matt. 5:16).  

What does a kingdom wife do?

A kingdom wife serves, respect, and love her husband.  She …..

Acknowledges her husband as the head of the family

She is a loving wife

She honors and respects her husband

She nurtures her husband, so that he is pleased physically, emotionally, and spiritually 

She manages and maintains the home

She is a mother

She cooks for her husband

She keeps herself looking good for her husband.

She is 0a teacher for their children

She’s her husband’s best friend 

She is a virtuous woman righteous in the Lord
Proverbs 31:10-31.

Paraphrased, God says, "Husbands, be devoted to your wives, provide the right atmosphere for them to grow in Christian womanhood, and shelter them from those things that would harm them or be too strenuous for them." 

And paraphrased, God says, "Wives, let your husbands do good for you; and trust Me that l will work all things together for your good (Rom. 8:28,29), even when your husband does not love you as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it." 

Biblical roles? Obey God and trust Him for the results. 

If both of you follow biblical principles, the marriage will be good, both of you will be modeling godliness for your children, and both of you will bring glory to God. 

If only one of you lives his/her biblical role, that one will grow in godliness, that one will be a model for your children and others, that one will bring glory to God, and that one will be rewarded by God (2 Cor. 5:10). 

But how much better it is when two are one in their desire to please God and to obey Him in living their biblical roles.
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