THE MYSTERY OF THE MARRIAGE COVENANT
In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit gives us the crowning joy of the mystery.  Jesus our Savior and Lord is the bridegroom of the church, and we are His beloved brides.  (Rev. 21:9)
The Apostle Paul gracefully addressed this issue in writing to the Ephesians.  His teaching on this subject in the epistles is one of the most beautiful and yet practical regarding how we are wedded to the Lord Jesus Christ.  This teaching is at the very heart of what it means to be loved and cherished by God and to be one with Him.  I believe God chose the wedding and marriage to illustrate His relationship with His people because it is the most intimate and personal relationship we experience in our natural lives.  And when our hearts and minds begin to see and understand the depths and richness of this revelation, we are forever loved by and married to Jesus Christ, our position and condition in Him is beyond expression.

Everybody loves a wedding!  A wedding is considered great cause for celebration, not only by the bride and groom, but also by family members, friends, and even those who don’t know the happy couple.  When a man and a woman pledge their entire lives to one another, it is one of the most sacred and cherished moments for them and for everyone that stands with them.  They are making vows of fidelity and love to each other for life

We all know the love story of the ages, man and women meet, they fall in love, they marry and they live happily ever after.  But, we always must remember that weddings are God’s idea.  From the beginning, God anticipated that man and woman would be joined together in holy union, a holy mating or holy matrimony.  He called this sacred covenant becoming one flesh (Gen 2:24) and this joining in marriage became His most vibrant illustration to fallen mankind of the intimate relationship He sought with them.  Why did God choose to describe His love relationship and lasting commitment to a union with His people through the experience and significance of wedding and a marriage?  Throughout the Old Testament, we find references to God being the bridegroom of His people, who are His bride.  As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee.  (Isaiah 62:5)
Our kinsman redeemer in the book of Ruth, God gives us a beautiful example of how Jesus becomes our Bridegroom and we become His beloved.  As a Moabites and former idol worshipper, Ruth represents the church.  Like her, we once lived under the rule and influence of Satan and a world system that is totally opposed to God’s Kingdom.  As Ruth’s deliverer, Boaz represents Jesus.  Jesus is our Kinsman in the flesh who loves us pays the price to redeem us from our spiritual poverty, and then takes us as His bride.  Throughout the bible, God repeatedly uses weddings and marriage to reveal to us His pursuit of us.  His love for us and His desire to be with us forever.

Marriage is a God-created relationship.  Marriage has never been a secular institution.  Those who follow the dictates of the world, lust of the flesh, lies of the enemy, have very little use for marriage.  They would rather be single so they can fornicate and commit adultery with whomever they choose.  Fathering kids and never being a father to them doesn’t bother them.  The world has little regard for the demands of fidelity and the “until death do us part’ vows and they have a high degree of tolerance for marital infidelity, separation and divorce.
Marriage is holy and divine.  That is because God created the wedding and marriage to be a picture of how Jesus would pursue, commit to, and love His bride and how His bride should love and cherish Him in return.  When a man and woman come together at a wedding, it is a sacred spiritual act.  In marriage male and female are bonded into one flesh, furthermore, what God reveals about Adam and Eve, and about the relationship between a husband and wife illustrates what the church is ultimately to be to Jesus.  Paul speaks of this sacred relationship to the Ephesians. (5:33)

Ephesians 5:22 and Eph. 5:31 teachings about wives submitting to their husbands and husbands loving and cherishing and nourishing their wives.  We come face to face with the reality of the marriage to the lamb.  Natural marriage is an illustration Paul uses to show the depth of our relationship with the Lord.  Eve was both Adam’s body and his bride.  She was bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh, yet she was separated from him in form and inseparably bound to him in spirit.  As believers in Christ Jesus, we are inseparably bound and eternally married to the Lord Jesus Christ in Spirit; yet, on this earth we live out His life in our flesh.  We are body and bride simultaneously.

THE CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE
A Christian marriage is a marriage in full obedience to the Word of God

A Christian marriage is to be a marriage for a lifetime.  Until death do us part.  A Christian marriage is a marriage seasoned with salt of the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus, Christ

A marriage is when a man and woman exchange vows in the marriage ceremony, to become husband and wife, to be each other loving companion for life.  (Mal. 2:14)  Companion is one that has a close intimate relationship to another, which finds fulfillment in the marriage covenant.
“Marriage covenant, with two being one flesh” in the bonds of holy wedlock, until “death do us part.

Is the cornerstone of the family.  God in the beginning instituted marriage and through the relationship will produce the family.  (Mal 2:15)

The husband’s authority in the marriage covenant is not because he is superior in muscular, physical strength, nor is it because of greater intellect, or even as parents over their children, neither is his authority servitude as master.

Just as Christ as head of the church, rules the church by delegated authority, even so he rules the home.  The husband in marriage is God’s delegated authority, to be the head of his wife and rule the household.  The husband is to represent Christ to his wife and family

MARRIAGE IS A DIVINE INSTITUTE

Marriage finds its origin in God.  The marriage covenant with its commitments and responsibilities concerning the bridegroom and the bride being joined together in holy wedlock is plainly taught in the scripture and is founded on the fact that marriage is a divine institution.

The Christian marriage ceremony presents a covenant agreement made between:

1. A Man and Woman

2. In the presence of God

3. Family members and Friends; and

4. Officiating minister at the altar

The bridegroom and the bride as they stand at the altar promise each other to live together in the marriage covenant no matter what happens:  For better or worse, rich or poor? In sickness or health, until death.  They boldly made these promises to each other not knowing what the future might hold for them.  When you are weaving in the faith, you can say, Jesus is my (the) rock of my (our) salvation.  Psalm 62:6-7
When Jesus, Christ is the chief cornerstone of the marriage, He will hold it together.  When bridegroom and bride exchange vows of the marriage covenant faithfully to each other on their wedding day and confess their faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, they are building their marriage on the rock.  Jesus said “Upon this rock I will build my church and the gates of hell shall or prevail against it” Matt. 16:18 will not prevail against us, means to gain the advantage and mastery or to be victorious, to triumph over or to be effective in achieving my marriage covenant.
THE MYSTERY OF THE MARRIAGE COVENANT

The issue of divorce and remarriage are problematic to say the least.  Some people get married by the Justice of the Peace, but it doesn’t take long before it looks like the Secretary of War wed them.  Many churches have decided to skip the issue because it is very complicated.  When it comes to divorce and remarriage, our government has decided to take the path of least resistance, so now people can get a “no fault” divorce although I have never heard of a divorce.  A person can get out of a marriage one day and into another the next day.
As believers who claim to be believers and live by God’s word, we cannot dodge this issue.  We cannot skip it, or ignore it because God has spoken on marriage and divorce, and though it is not an easy subject to address, it must be dealt with.  Marriage has fallen on tough times.  In the 90’s over two million couples in America were married.  In the same timeframe, approximately 1.2 million couples were divorce.  One recent study concluded that chances of marriages breaking up today are a staggering 50 – 60 percent.

The nature of the Christian faith, however, is not that God lowers His standards to accommodate us, but that we elevate our standards to accommodate Him.  We must do the adjusting no God.  That means we have to look at divorce and marriage from God vantage point of emotions.
I am convinced that most people are confused about divorce because they are confused about marriage.  Whenever, you embark on a discussion of divorce without having predicated it on God’s teaching about marriage, some of us have reversed the order.  So let’s get the order right.  In Malachi 2 God reveals His attitude towards divorce in light of His definition of marriage.  Malachi wrote to a people who were bothered that God would not accept their worship, therefore, through the prophet, the Lord set out his case against the people of Israel.  This is another thing that we do, we cover the altar of the Lord with tears, weeping, and groaning because He no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from our hand.  The Lord has been a witness between you and the wife of your youth; against her you have dealt trechously, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant.  (Malachi 2:13-14

There it is in that one word, covenant, God defines marriage for us.  The reason divorce is very hard and narrow in the scripture is because marriage is a divine covenant relationship.  It is not just a “hap hazard ceremony where two stand before a preacher, and say I do and go home.

THREE REASONS FOR MARRIAGE

The FIRST reason for marriage is illustration:  God wanted to illustrate His nature – one God compose of three persons in the same one.  Marriage is one unit composed of three realities: husband, wife, and children.  God wanted to have in history an illustration of how He is in eternity three distinct realities composing the Godhead.  Marriage is designed to reflect God.  One of the reason we are so quick to discount marriage is that we have kept it earthly; we have forgotten we are illustrating the nature of God.

The SECOND reason for marriage is procreation.  Marriage is the mechanism through which children are designated to come into the world.  God does not give us children just so we can have someone who looks like us; the purpose for granting children is for the replication of the image of God.  The whole idea God said was to be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, Gen 1:28, why, because God made us in his own image.  God wants as much of Himself in His creation.  The family is where God’s image would be reinforced in the life of a child in a godly environment.  God wants a godly offspring.
The THIRD reason for marriage is self-realization.  God told Adam that he needs a helper.  God was saying.  “Adam, you can’t do all that I want you to do by yourself.  I’m going to give you a helper” Eve was to work alongside Adam to equip and enable him to be what God wanted him to be and in the process, fulfill God’s goal for her as well.  Every man who is married has been given a helper with unique gifts, talents, and resources to walk along side him and help him fulfill his role as head of the home, as the family lives out God’s will.  Therefore, a man who does not use his wife’s skills and abilities is foolish.  If a husband does not use the resources and sills of his wife, he’s minimizing her as his helper.
WHAT IS A COVENANT?

God is a covenant God, and He created marriage as a covenant.  So before we can understand what marriage is, we need to learn what covenant is.

Without the binding commitment of a covenant, a marriage is only a promise on paper, which moths and rust can destroy.  (Matthew 6:19-20)

A biblical covenant is a divinely ordained contract that predicates on relationship.  God always inaugurates His covenant with blood.  When He inaugurates the new covenant, God sent Christ to earth, where He was killed and His blood was shed.

There is even the shedding of blood at the inauguration of the covenant of marriage when the (virgin) bride’s hymen is broken.

God always inaugurates His covenant with blood.

If you want to be part of the family of God, you must enter into a relationship with Jesus Christ.  When you enter into a covenant, you commit yourself to a relationship.  That is what you do when you get married.  Marriage is not your covenant, it’s God’s and God makes the rules.  This is very important, because a covenant established by God, can only be ended by God.  People want God to approve the wedding, but they don’t want Him involved in the divorce.
A covenant marriage is intended by God to be a lifelong relationship exemplifying unconditional love, reconciliation, sexual purity, and growth.  A covenant is an eternal commitment with God.  People can negotiate out of contracts, but not out of a covenant.  The heart of covenant marriage is “the steadfast love of the Lord.” Which comes from the very heart of God and “never ceases”

Matthew 19:3-9

Elements of a Covenant Relationship

Covenants are the fruit of a loving, faithful relationship.  The vows we exchange at our wedding reflect a relationship already bound by steadfast love and faithfulness.  The degree in which these words have meaning comes in direct proportion to the unconditional love that dwells within our heart for the one to whom we are repeating them.

Covenant partners take responsibility for their actions.  As partners in a covenant marriage relationship, we are responsible for our actions.  An example would be to remain “sexually pure” in our thoughts and actions towards our spouse.
Covenants are based on freedom of choice.  Covenant marriages are not built on coercion, deceit and manipulation.  Wives, submission is freely given and grows from respect, not fear and manipulation.  In like manner, husband, choose daily to love your wife “as Christ loves the church”  You must freely choose to love and honor her in spite of the fact that you may not “feel” like loving and honoring her.

Covenants are rooted in actions based on choices, not feelings.  Our feelings are forever fluctuating.  Therefore to build a covenant marriage on feelings is to build it on shifting sand, which cannot support the foundation of marriage.

Covenant partners nurture their relationship.  Our marriage will grow as we build up one another in love.  This takes place when we value our spouse more than ourselves.  As we experience the unconditional love of Jesus Christ, we are able to love our spouse as He loves us.  Covenant partners administer unconditional love, forgiveness, and reconciliation while providing comfort and hope to their partner.

Covenants are based on commitments freely offered.  A covenant is built on selfless love, freely given and freely received.  As strange as it may sound, a covenant marriage is one in which the “tie that binds” the couple together is a commitment freely offered with no strings attached.  Paul said it well: “Love never fails” (1 Corinthians 13:8).
