[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]Money Matters In Marriage

Money is one of the major causes of friction in a marriage, and it's no wonder. Living in a world in which we are constantly worried about taking care of ourselves, it's easy to forget that marriage is a commitment to forge a new life with another person. The lack of trust emerging from society has created prenuptial agreements and separate bank accounts. These undermine the commitment to a shared life with a spouse and are contrary to biblical teachings.

Whenever financial issues begin to get out of hand in a marriage, the first thing to do is to pray about them. There is no substitute for God's answer. Second, get help, if needed, you might try using a marriage counselor who is trained to help couples resolve issues diplomatically.

God's Word says, "For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh" (Genesis 2:24). In Matthew 19:6, our Lord Jesus says, "So they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate."

A husband and wife's incomes in marriage should be merged and shared. Someone should be in charge of keeping a budget for the household, and whatever funds there are should be held mutually. This will require a lot of faith in the Lord, as well as in your spouse.

His, hers, or ours 

When God said in Genesis 2:24, “They shall become one flesh,” He was not just talking about the physical sense. God created marriage as the highest, most honored, most intimate of all human relationships. As such, the husband-wife relationship takes precedence over all blood-kin ties.

Spiritual reflection
God almost always puts different personality types together in a marriage, not to frustrate them, but to allow the strengths of each spouse to balance the weaknesses of the other.  
However, it is not easy to see beyond the differences and begin working toward common goals as a team.

In the New Testament, Jesus draws an interesting parallel between the way people handle money and the way they handle spiritual matters.  In fact, the way people handle money very well could be the best outside reflection of their true inner values. “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21). 

God uses money in the lives of any couple to draw them closer together.  In contrast, Satan wants to drive a wedge between a husband and wife. Why? In hopes that the resultant turmoil will drive them away from God.

Ours not mine
In a marriage, there is no “my money” and “your money” or “my debts” and “your debts.” There is only our money and our debts.  A couple cannot be one if they separate their lives by separating their finances.

God will bring a couple closer if, from the very beginning, they establish God's Word as their financial guide and then follow those principles.  A marriage is not a 50/50 relationship, as many people think. It is a 95/5 relationship on both sides.  Each must be willing to yield 95 percent of their rights to their spouses. If they are not willing to do that, it will not work.  No viable marriage can survive a "his or her" relationship for long, because it is totally contrary to God's plan.  

Couples should avoid having separate financial anything, including checking accounts, because when they develop a his money/her money philosophy, it usually leads to a him-versus-her mentality.  Unwillingness to join all assets and bank accounts after marriage is perhaps a danger signal that unresolved trust issues could still be lingering or developing in the relationship.

Budgeting
Budgeting can be difficult, if not impossible, when spouses do not agree on basic money management principles. Therefore, they should make all budgeting decisions together.  
They also need to agree to hold each other accountable for meeting their financial goals, and devise a plan for regular evaluation of how well they are succeeding. 

The couple should come to an agreement on the amount of money that can be spent without first checking with each other. The specific amount will depend on the budget category and the couple's particular circumstances. “Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor. For if either of them falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who falls when there is not another to lift him up” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10).

Bookkeeping
Practically speaking, only one person should keep the books.  Even though one person primarily handles balancing the checkbook, both should be fully trained and able to do it. 

There is nothing wrong with the wife handling the finances in the family if she is the better administrator, but God still holds the husband accountable for the ultimate decisions.  When there is a disagreement, the wife must yield to her husband and allow the Lord to work it out. As they work together, encouraging one another, God will show them His favor and grace.

Nevertheless, being responsible, as the leader does not mean the husband is a dictator; the couple should discuss and agree on financial management. Both spouses should be involved in paying the monthly bills, that way both are fully aware of financial status.

Financial authority 


The lack of godly leadership in the home can be devastating to a family. Women are experiencing pressures as never before, because they are carrying burdens God never intended for them to carry. The primary reason for this is that many husbands are abandoning their leadership responsibilities, which forces the women to accept the responsibilities in order to maintain unity in the family. 

God never intended for a wife and mother to function under the pressures of and to carry the loads intended for husbands and fathers. When husbands repudiate their responsibilities and subject their wives to the stress of having to shoulder those burdens, her anxiety increases and the family will lack sustaining cohesiveness. 

In the area of finances, unless it is impossible or impractical, a husband should not demand that his wife assume the responsibility of negotiating with creditors or keeping the bill collectors satisfied. She may pay the bills, if they have agreed that she is more qualified to act as the family bookkeeper. However, she has too much to be concerned about with maintaining the home, working (if she has a job), and being a mother to be hampered with the stress associated with things that the husband should accept as his responsibility. 

This is not to say that Christian husbands and fathers are irresponsible. Fortunately, most are responsible and accept their roles and their obligations. However, with the current social trend toward equality, more and more men find it easier to abandon or ignore their God-mandated responsibilities and allow their wives to take on those responsibilities so they can involve themselves in things they would rather do. Unfortunately, many women who have had to, out of necessity, add to their already complex obligations the failed trustworthiness of their husbands, find themselves before long with failing health, a lack of peace, and a deteriorating marriage. These characteristics are also prevalent in domineering wives who take from their husbands the responsibilities that God has intended for them to carry. These wives usually justify their position by claiming that they do the job better than their husbands or the husbands do not do it within the time frame the wife wants it done. 

Balance


In any relationship as intimate as marriage, there must be sharing of responsibilities and abilities. God often uses opposites in a marriage to balance the extremes. If husband and wife are identical in nature, undoubtedly the decisions will be unbalanced. Thus, a saver balances a spender and a hospitable spouse is balanced by a reserved one. A sensitive, discerning wife is a great asset to any husband, if he's willing to listen to her. 

However, the burden of maintaining a trouble free, financially sound, spiritually mature, and cooperatively considerate household is the responsibility of the husband/father. “He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity (but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?)” (1 Timothy 3:4-5). The wife's responsibility is to support her husband and honor him by following his direction—as opposed to nagging and belittling. Sometimes she needs to be willing to suffer with him and to let him fail if necessary without judging (1 Peter 3:1). 

Well, in 1 Peter 3:1-6 the Bible clearly indicates that a wife should submit to her husband’s wishes, trusting that her submissive attitude may draw him closer to the Lord. Just remember that the Lord’s concern is not the money; it is the attitude of our heart.

Shared responsibilities
For a wife to be submissive does not mean that she must remain silent or give in to every word, whim, or desire of her husband. She needs to take an active part in family planning, financial planning, discipline of children, decision making, and family goals. The following are four financial areas in which wives need to play an active role. 

Budget. Husbands and wives need to establish a budget either together or with the approval of both. Every item should be discussed, prayed about, and agreed upon. The primary consideration should be to develop a fair, but reasonable, family spending plan.

Windfall plan. In addition to the budget, which controls normal income, husbands and wives should agree on the disposition of additional income (gifts, overtime, income tax refund, inheritance, and so on). The plan needs to be fair and equal for all concerned. Remember that a marriage is a partnership and partners share in all things. Avoid the “his money, her money” or the “I deserve this because” attitude. 

Long-range plan. Although most wives do not like to make definite plans beyond one year, husbands need to encourage their wives to discuss long-range plans with them. This would include not only children's college educations, children's marriages, and retirement but also what to do in the event that one spouse dies before the other.

Bookkeeping. Assuming there are no unresolved financial problems and a budget has been established that is fair and reasonable, a decision of who will manage the books needs to be made. Either the husband or the wife should be the bookkeeper—not both—and both should agree on the decision. You probably would want the spouse who is better at math, bookkeeping, accounting, and paying bills on time to be the bookkeeper.

Women who are heads of households
There are instances in which a woman is forced to become the head of a household as a result of divorce, her husband's death, or other reasons. In these instances, she has no choice but to assume an authoritative position. 

A woman in this position should know that within the body of Christ, God has provided the leadership she needs. The local church she attends should be used as a source for counsel and help with financial matters. However, she needs to be willing to let her needs be known, and the church must be willing to equip itself so it can help her.

God’s minimum financial standards for couples

The Word of God has basic principles that govern every aspect of marriage, including His minimum financial standards. 

Although often these biblical principles are in marked contrast with the world's ideas concerning money, if couples will dedicate themselves to living by God's principles they will avoid many potential financial problems. 

The OPM principle
The primary financial principle taught to married couples by the world's financial institutions is called OPM, or Other People's Money. 

However, this principle is nothing more than a credit mentality and a credit standard—the ability to borrow that allows couples to buy things they really cannot afford to buy. 

This principle works great during the early years of marriage, because it allows couples to accumulate a lot of things they otherwise cannot afford to buy. Unfortunately, there always comes a day of reconciliation, when the bills for all those things comes due. 

Before they realize it, because they built too much too quickly, using too much debt, married couples find themselves in debt far beyond their ability to repay. 

God's minimum standards
God requires minimum financial standards of finance in marriage for His people. 

If couples establish these minimum standards and determine to make them an essential part of their financial management, they will, without a doubt, lay a strong foundation for a healthy and balanced marriage. 

The following are four primary minimum standards of finance found in God's Word that all couples are encouraged to adopt.

God owns everything. “We have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either” (1 Timothy 6:7). Once couples accept the fact that God owns everything and that they have been chosen to be stewards or managers of God's property, it's important for them to manage according to His principles and standards. 

It's how we faithfully manage what He has given us that will determine whether He will give us greater things to manage. “Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things” (Matthew 25:23). 

So, since in a marriage a husband and wife are one, the financial assets and incomes of both husband and wife should be merged and they should operate from a unified financial management base, rather than from a separate and independent management base.

Think ahead and avoid problems. “Which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it?” (Luke 14:28) Don’t wait to get so deeply in debt that it seems impossible to get out. Plan ahead except for crisis planning. Couples need to begin planning by writing down their goals and objectives, which should include a yearly balanced budget. 

These goals and objectives need to be reviewed yearly. Obviously one of the first goals is to avoid financial bondage by staying out of additional debt and committing to pay off existing debt. 

This doesn't necessarily mean that they shouldn't borrow.  Don’t borrow money to buy consumables, such as gifts, vacations, and clothes. This type of credit debt will put a couple back into insurmountable debt faster than they can pay themselves out of it.

Keep good records. “By wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is established; and by knowledge the rooms are filled with all precious and pleasant riches” (Proverbs 24:3-4). It is impossible for couples to have their finances under control unless they understand the basics of good bookkeeping.  Take a basic record keeping lesson; learn how to balance a checkbook.  This means married couples should know how much money they have to spend or how much they are spending. 

Couples should develop their financial plans together and work together, but there should be only one bookkeeper in the home that pays the bills. Two bookkeepers invite bookkeeping disaster. 

Get educated. “The naïve believes everything, but the sensible man considers his steps” (Proverbs 14:15). Most financially naïve couples are not stupid regarding money; they are just ignorant and do not understand how borrowing and interest rates work. As a result, their primary concern becomes “How much are the monthly payments?” rather than “How much is this going to cost ultimately?” 

In addition, many times the naïve people borrow more money than they can repay because they have no budget. In essence, they have no idea where their money goes each month or how much credit their income can support. 

Couples need to learn financial management and budgeting and use that information to avoid debt or financial problems.

THINGS TO REMEMBER

Everything we have has comes from God.  He owns it ALL and has entrusted it to us. (Luke 19:11-26)

Pray!!!!! 

Don't forget to ask God what He wants you to do with the money He has entrusted you with. He made you stewards over your finances for a purpose, so you should always remember to ask what His plans are. Many blessings can come from appropriate money management in marriage.

Communicate

Communication and planning are the keys to success. It’s a matter of determining where you are (financially), having a plan that is fair to both, and talking about it.  Do a yearly evaluation, (regularly and calmly). "With all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love" (Ephesians 4:2).

God’s given Authority


Financial authority in the home is one of the most misunderstood principles facing today's Christian family. If both husbands and wives will faithfully observe the mandates established by God and submit to the discipline needed to comply with those mandates, families will experience less stress than those who disregard His mandates.

The Marriage Covenant


Within a marriage relationship the husband and wife are partners who are dedicated to one another.  A bond of uncompromising devotion creates a healthy atmosphere for togetherness: studying God's Word, praying, and even managing money. 

Just as it takes two to make a marriage successful, it takes two to establish a clear line of communication in financial planning.

Submit to one another

Study for yourself


God's Word provides standards for managing money that is essential for marital unity. If couples study these biblical principles, learn them and put them into practice in their marriages, and adhere to those standards no matter how tempted they are to adopt the world's standards, their marriages will be strong and will remain sound.

Learn some basic financial management and budgeting skills, and then use that information to avoid debt or financial problems.
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